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I hear people saying that if Congress gave up satyagraha, it
would be able to deal with the Government. I must make it clear
that Congress and satyagraha are inseparable. In satyagraha lies the
power of the Congress, and the Government will have ultimately
to come to terms with the Congress. I made this clear in London
and I repeat it today before you and the whole world. The Con-
gress does not belong to the Hindus alone. It stands equally for
Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians, Jews and, in fact, all those
who have made India their home. Congress stands for those
Englishmen also who have made India their home. I made the
claim in London on behalf of the Congress that it stands for the
whole of India and I repeat it here. Its influence is bound to in-
crease.

We could not solve the communal problem in London. I
knew that it could never be solved there. It can be solved by
the Congress and it is doing all that it can to solve it. The
remedy is to serve all classes and communities. If the Congress
serves the Sikhs and Muslims, they are sure to claim the Congress
as their own.

One word about the untouchables. I claim myself to be one
of them. I have served them for my -whole life. I started their ser-
vice even before I took up Congress work. How can I then do
anything that will harm them? The untouchables have been so
much oppressed by the caste Hindus that we can find no parallel
to it in any other religion. Therefore, if they get angry and do
harm to ten or twenty Hindus, it should not give us cause to reta-
liate. I am not prepared for any concession like reservation of seats,
etc., to the untouchables, because I believe that it would be perpe-
tuating untouchabihty. Let the future legislatures of free India be
filled with untouchables alone, but let them come in as equals.
Unless we raise them to our level, our freedom will be futile. So
long as a person, whether man or woman, touchable or untouch-
able, rich or poor, is oppressed and does not enjoy equal rights
with other citizens of the country, we cannot enjoy freedom. It
will be slavery in the garb of freedom. What I did in London
was only to safeguard their rights.

I had a mind to speak on many things. I had to place before
you an account of what I did in London in connection with the
R.T.C. If I am left free, I may do it on some other occasion or
you may know it through other means.

What I have to tell you now is that, if there is to be a fight^
be prepared for every sacrifice, but take a pledge that you will not
do harm to others. I will do all that lies within the power of a
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